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Functions of environmental governance from the

perspective of rule of law

QIN Tianbao
( Research Institute of Environmental Law ~ Wuhan University Wuhan 430072  China)

Abstract: In the context of the diversification of social values governance has become a new concept for the construction of
modern environmental governance system in China which has the characteristics of balancing the interests of multiple subjects
and improving administrative efficiency. Meanwhile China has proposed “an environmental governance system among
government enterprises and the public”  which means the relationship between the traditional administrative subject and the
social subject will be developed from “command and control” to “communication and cooperation” . Environmental
governance has the functions of promoting the legal order of protecting environmental interests realizing the interaction and
cooperation between the public and the administrative subjects and improving the institutionalized ability of environmental
administration. The functions of environmental governance not only provides a legal path for social subjects to participate in
environmental governance but also provides a solid foundation for building a modern environmental governance system
dominated by the government and participated by multiple subjects.
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