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The U-shaped Line’ s Legal Nature and
Historic Rights of the South China Sea

FU Kun-cheng CUI Hao-ran

( South China Sea Institute  Xiamen University ~Xiamen 361005  Fujian)

Abstract: China’ s long—term historical practice in the South China Sea proves that China has obtained the territorial
sovereignty of the Islands through “preoccupation”. The U-shaped line of the South China Sea is the outer boundary of
China’ s “special historic waters” in the South China Sea. China has sovereignty over the islands within the line and has a
vested interest in the waters based on historical practices. China enjoys a variety of historic rights in the South China Sea
and these rights goes hand in hand with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. The U-shaped line of the
South China Sea bears the important function of the maritime delimitation between China and its neighboring countries in ac—
cordance with the “equitable principle” in the future. History and law are highly intertwined in the South China Sea dis—
pute. Historical evidence is clearly the most important consideration in the dispute over the legal status of islands and their
waters within the U-shaped line of the South China Sea.
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